
	
History	

Topic:	Garrett	Morgan	-	Inventor	

What	I	should	already	know	 Key	Dates	 Vocabulary	
That	there	are	different	types	of	
transport.	
	

• Garrett	Morgan	was	born	on	March	4th	1877.	
• He	died	on	died	on	July	27th	1963.	
• Three-way	traffic	signal	was	invented	by	him	in	1923.	

	
	

inventor	 A	person	who	invented	
a	
particular	something	or	
who	invents	things	as	a
n	occupation	

traffic	signal	 A	device	used	to	give	
instructions	to	traffic	

pedestrians	 A	person	who	is	walking	

breathing	
device	

Something	that	help	
you	to	breath	when	
there	is	smoke	or	gas	
around	

sewing	
machine	

A	machine	which	sews	
fabric	together.	Quickly	
and	accurately	

inventor	 A	person	who	invented	
something	or	who	
invents	things	as	an		
occupation	

Significant	Individuals	 Key	Knowledge		
Garrett	Morgan	–	An	American	
inventor	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Garrett	Morgan	was	an	American	
inventor.	
	
He	invented	a	breathing	device,	an	
improved	sewing	machine	and	a	3-way	
traffic	signal	(others	things	also).	
	
Garrett	Morgan	worked	as	a	sewing	
machine	engineer.	He	was	interested	in	how	they	worked,	and	this	led	to	his	
invention	of	an	improved	sewing	machine.	

	
	
	
After	seeing	a	collision,	he	invented	a	traffic	signal	,	in	
1923.	It	had	stop,	go	and	stop	in	all	directions	signals.	
The	‘stop	in	all	directions’	was	to	allow	pedestrians	to	
cross.	Later,	a	light	was	added.	This	was	an	early	version	
of	the	modern	traffic	light.	
	

Timeline	of	events		
	
																	
	

4th	March	1877	
Garrett	Morgan	is	born	

1932	
Garrett	Morgan	invents	
the	three-way	traffic	

signal	

1963	
Garrett	Morgan	dies	

1914	
Garrett	Morgan	invents	
the	breathing	device	

1885	
First	Car	(Carl	Benz)	



	


