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17th July 2024
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach the end of the school year, we want to take a moment to reflect on what a fantastic year it's been! It's been a time of great growth, learning, and shared experiences for both our children and staff.
We've had some amazing experiences across all the year groups. From Emmerdale’s Lisa Riley opening our new Little Doves cabin, Year 2’s visit to the seaside, a visit from the author Tom Palmer to talk about his books, Best of British week which is always popular with the children and staff, Takeover Day giving children a chance to be in charge, the chicks hatching in nursery and the school choir being part of Young Voices at Sheffield Arena.  We still have our links with Aireview Care Home and hope to extend these in the new academic year as well as our continuing partnership with the Leeds United Foundation who come into school weekly.  Our children have consistently impressed us with their dedication and talent.

What truly warms our hearts is the sense of community we've fostered together. We've seen students develop strong friendships, collaborate effectively, and demonstrate a genuine passion for learning. Events like the Year 4 residential to Hadrian’s Wall, Year 5 residential to Lineham Farm, Year 6 residential to High Adventure and the wonderful Candlelighters fundraising that the whole community contributed to – these have created lasting memories, showcasing the vibrant spirit of our school.
However, saying goodbye to some of our staff brings a mix of emotions.  Miss Caulfield will be joining another school in Leeds to take up a leadership position, Miss Webb is moving to Dubai to continue her teaching career, Miss Hulley is moving to another Leeds school AND getting married too!  Mrs Freeman will be continuing her retirement, Mrs Hawley is retiring and Miss Berg will be leaving us too. We're incredibly grateful for their dedication and the impact they've had on our children. Their passion for our children and their ability to challenge have inspired countless minds. While we'll miss them in school, we wish them all the best in their future endeavours, knowing they'll continue to make a positive difference wherever they go or decide to do.
We're thrilled to welcome a group of talented new staff members to our school community.  Mr Graham will be working in Year 5, Mrs Myers will be in Year 3 and Mrs Fairhall will be in Year 1.  Their diverse backgrounds and expertise will bring fresh perspectives and energy to our classrooms. We know they'll quickly become valued members of our team, and we can't wait for them to contribute to the vibrant learning environment here at Whitecote.
We wouldn't have been able to achieve this without your support. Your participation in school activities, encouragement for your children, and open communication have been invaluable. Thank you for being such a vital part of our school family.
As we head into summer break, we hope your child takes this time to relax, recharge, and explore their interests. We also encourage them to continue fostering their love for learning through reading, exploring new hobbies, and perhaps even participating in summer learning programs.
Looking ahead, we're already excited about the possibilities the new school year brings. We'll keep you updated on upcoming events and developments through our usual social media channels and our website. In the meantime, we wish you and your family a safe, enjoyable, and restful summer break.
Yours sincerely,

[image: image2.png]



Frances Stead

Headteacher
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